310                             CCLIII.   SELA

CCLHI
Sela.1

Beborn in this Buddha-age, in Anguttarapa,2 in a brahmin
family, at the brahmin village of Apana, he was named
Sela* And he dwelt there when adult, proficient in the
three Vedas and in brahmin arts, teaching mantras to
300 brahmin youths. Now at that time the Master, leaving
SavatthI, toured in Anguttarapa with 1,250 bhikkhus. And
divining the maturity of insight in Sela and his pupils, he
halted at a certain wood. Then Keniya, the ascetic, having
invited the Master and his band for the following day, made
preparation of much food. And Sela with his 300 visited
the hermitage and asked: * What now, Keniya, is a minister
of the King expected?' and so on. Keniya replied: *I
have invited the Buddha, the Exalted One for to-morrow.'
Now Sela, thrilled with joyful enthusiasm at the word
'Buddha,' sought out the Master straightway with his
youths, and after exchange of courtesies seated himself at
one side. Contemplating the Exalted One, he thought :
* He has all the marks of one who is either a world-emperor,
or a Buddha rolling back the veil of the world; yet I know
not whether this religious Brother be a Buddha or not.
But I have heard that they who are Exalted Ones, Arahants,
Buddhas supreme, reveal themselves when their praises
are uttered ; for one who is not such a Buddha, when some
one in his presence praises the virtues of a Buddha, is
irritated and dissatisfied, because he has not won the

* Both story and poem form the greater part of the * Sela-Sutta * in
&e Sutbt-N*p3ta and in the Majjhima N+lcaya (il 146). Dhammapala
is sfcraegely silent over these older versions. His own version is briefer
and, except for the more evolved myth alluded to below (p. 314, n. 2),
mow simple. His use of adi, *and so on,' seems, however, to hint
at a more standard account as known to him.

1 In the Sv&fa-Nig&ta, Commentary this is the country about the
River Jlahl, north of the Ganges. Apana means4 bazaar/ * market.'